house & home
makeover
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F_Lﬂ BEFORE

RIGHT: The house was
made over from top toloe
to suit the nesds of Lisa
and Mark Maclsaac and
their busy twins, Blakeand
Caitiin, 18 months old.
Adorned with layers of
pretty fabrics, the sitting
room off the kitchen is a
cosy place for the family to
gather or for the kids o
play while parents prepara
maeals, Contractors, Yok
Contracting; Osboma &
Little fatwics. Prirnevers; &l
sewing, cube uphoitary
We Do Drapenes.

Bl

Inviting

overhaulé

PRODUCED BY ERIN FEASEY

. - -

AS parents.ws
rosdillers, Lsa and Mark Maclsaac had linke
rime to think about renovating a new house.
Bur two years after moving into & madivional-
style 19305 -stucco home ‘in Toronta, the
couple decided it was time to create a space
that would bereer speak ro the cvolving
needs of thelr dynamic young family.

“I wanred an update that included modem
elements and colour palerres, and more
storage,” Lisa explains:

Lisa tumed to friend and Honse & Homie
design editor Erin Feashy, whio helped the cou-
ple o bring order to the house, tackling every-
thing from the bedrooms to the basement.
While Lisa adores elements of French country
style, she didn't want to ger complerely

SEE SOURCEGUIDE

MICHELLE WARREN, PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUIS ALBUOUERGLUE

— S
El

BREAKFAST/SITTING ROOM
1. Fabric lor drapeny: Osbarr Lit
Strormbol| {F - 2. Carpot: 1 ; .
Raomantic Retreat in Ecru, from Liz Claiboms i o " " T
Prestige Collection, Carpet One. 3. Fabiri ;I,

i DADIMEN CLDeS L St

srpel| Dthelo weave (F3281 10 i
71 4, Wall and cabinelry paint: /
Elephant Tesk (OC-8). 5. Trim paint
Rlarbie Wy 34} 8. Fabric on
love seat: Osbome & Little
Constanze (F1437 m oolour 030). .-’r
7.Solid fabric on throw pillows:

e (3] e Sal 11 :

=37 3 j2} B. Ribbed
fabric on throw pillows:; Ozbome
& Littie Dorsey (LF4322 in colouwr OF)

rrar Fatrasirgs




hardvwars forblilt-n, Les Vallsy Tools;
Dehorns & Litle fabrics, Primavers;
mﬂtﬂwﬁlﬂﬂay st mrwhermd canister, pewiar fooled Bowl, silver
by the LCD television, which swivals  pichar woven box, Doloe Vita; ron bids,
for easy viewing from the kitchen or Baboock Zanner; baskets, Fottery Bam
breakfast bar. Baskat'.ipv'laued ata i
level accessible to children h-alp
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The pairing of an intricate formal
chandelier and a rustic harvest lable
in the dining room sets the tone for
the open-concept main fioor. Toadd
sophistication, a chalr rall was

[inan, simple roman binds blockan
unsightly view, Panting Celaphans
Man by Shirray L angiey Painted Gty
Gabery; framsed prnt, Constantng
framed wine isbets, Living?; chaire,

instalied, and the walls were paintad  Puttery Bamiiable, Caider's Antigues) J
in two muted tones. The collection chandetar, Universal | ssmp; marmors (on
of art was carefully hung io balance table}, Scantrade; silver howd, Dolea :
an off-centre window: Made of sheer  Vita; all tim campentry, John Regong

caught in the trappings of a uniform look
Erin responided by takine desion cues from
the Maclsaacs' dining room, where a country-
style harvest table is patred wich clean-lined
black chairs. And so throvghout the redec-
orated home she juxtaposed nustic elements
and warm colours with contemporary
touches that suic Lisa and Mark.

The open-concept main floor — encom-
passing living and dining rcoms, powder
room, kizchen and brealkdast/sitrine room
takes centre stage in the new desizn, While
the living rooni needed liccle actencion, the
main floor’s overall design presented a num-
ber of challenges, not the least of which was
two aesthetically unappealing support pillars
in the dining roomfhallway, The pillass
compromised traffic flow and made for an
awkward layoutwith the powder room open-
Ing just off the dining area. To rectify the
problem, Erin mumned the pillars into a wall,
which provided direction by creating a sepa-
rate dining mom and hallway, which in tum
leads to the powder room. “It makes the din-
ing room much more mtimare,” Lisa savs.

The keyv to the main floor’s transforma-
tion was the kitchen. “That was the biggest
project,” Lisa says, “The kitchen was really

cramped, and | needed more storage." To give

the room a bit more space, a six-inch-wide

TOP LEFT: A new wall built to separate
the dining room frorm the front hall
houses a "family board. a spot for
notes, displays and stashing mail t's
recessed so it won't dominate the hall
Made of metal, the chalkboard can hold
magnets, too. Actvity board by Shawn La
Foucade, ldeal idass: nbban, Makuba.
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Black honed-granite counters play off
the creamy cupboards and marble
backsplash. The wraparcund counter
houses the sink. which is fittad with
stalnless brushed-chrome faucet and
faps. lis. bﬂ!liﬂﬂﬂiﬂhpﬂd with
mamvhm marbie, Lowﬂpen

KITCHEN AND DINING ROOM
I. :-‘-"I'I'-.' [ra-Te ] '||l' n kitchen
Wizt Gillo Imposts. 2. Custom stain on
wrapamundmunter erilaga
gy
4 Fabric for l::hmng room
it l,.‘-l-l‘ ] Llri-

ik [ TI:I P'alnt on dlmnq
rooim lower wali ﬂmi chalr rail:

120 HOUSE & HOME MARCGH 2004




T

N &
.

BEFORE

band of space was “crolen” from the 1 e der

room, Though this had liccle impact on the
powier room, i makes a world of difference in
the kit
refngerator and allowing for a wider passage-
way — and, thus, better flow — berween @ wall

hen by accommuodating an oversized

-.lmf the comer of a new wrap-1r|--|n-.! COUNTER
Previously, the bulk of the kitchen cabiners
had been lined up along one wall, with 1
counter curving into an L-shape near rhe
sitting room- The rest of
throughway: in essence, wasted floor space
itchen feel unfinished. Ax
first, Lisa and Erin planned to stick with the
old cabinets and just add a new island, bur in
the ¢nd, Lisa and Mark opred o spend a bit
more on the renovation and create a kirchen

=

he room was a

that made the

destgn that would have more longevicy, as

will as better reflect their sense of style

SEESOURCE GUIDE

To achieve a calm, sophisticated
new ook In the master bedroom,
the walls wera painted a soft blue.
The handsome wooden bedis a
bold contrast To give the built-in
cupboard an elegant presence,
mioulding was added to its doors,
and it was painted crisp white.
Airy new curlains, hung on & cable
s0 they don't block the cupboard
door, sofien the look. A& small
armchair was reupholsteredina
deep blua and set alongside the
bed, and framed photographs
weerg hung over the bed.

Site table. Accenis cle Vie; chair
upholstany, Plish n” Plump; depany
hardware, Umbra; duvet cover,
clock, Pottery Bam; framed photos
(above bed), Constantme.

A wraparound counter anchars the new
kirchen snd malkes grear wse of
flaor space, On one hand, this new floor plan
creates a barmier, separaring children ar play
trom the work area, b it also makes the
mare nviting: for socializing:
something thats important o Lisa
angd Mark. The counger’s raised ledpe —
“It’s almost like a drink ledge,” Erin says —

||:'l..' 'r\."l'-"l.‘d

TR

i perfect for friends to sidle up o for a chat

while the cook’s at work. (In addition, dhis

tigh ledie comevals diroy dishes, stacked neay »
the sink, from view.) At the far end of the MQSTER EEDRDEM
wraparoundl, the ledge widens our inw a | Fabric forElire she
talile that, with new stools set our on the B : ’ e : ?‘T"m‘_’,'“d cabmetw
sicle, serves as a breakfast bar pa-nt Cloud White (CC-£0). 3. Wall pa
1" I... FCTVES 5 4 .T:.nl ST Dl - {23 4 Fabrie for throw P||-ﬂ'l"-'5
The i *ll]:'l:: held on to their existing stain- Dahorms & Litteants (F5200 in colour 14),

| o

less areel fesor FurmshingE

appliances; but they decided to
rework the main cupboard wall and had new
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Cﬂ.ITI:_INS ROOM

Fabric for floral drapeny; Goath Kidstan Fowers

itn Collon IFCE74A 1), 2. 0lcloth for ol

floor cushions: Cath rC., son Flowers Print White
Gc:lnﬂl‘-{}::'.'-’d 51 3. Qilcioth for polka-dot
-hange 1 torm Bubban Print Whit

Rl il J: Pamtfnrpnlha dots:
Sapph F'IJE'T' {licg H hRlug, 2063-60), Rose Parads
{red, 20B85- "D:I Stem Green (2025-40), Pink
Innacence {2083-60), Sailor's Sea Blua I,d.,-_"-c |::~ T3

20683- II|:|"| 5. Paint on window wali: |
ILE Exls‘hrbg wall pa:nt H_u1|n._ru_u IF‘ { [.‘L-:n.,
48 F'd.l'n_F'EI.II“_-. I Fabric for throw pillows: Designes

auild Poppy Paten (E811 -I:_ i Fabnc for
polka-dot throw pillows-and chur cushion: Cath
Kidston Bubbias Pnnt Wiite Cotton (FCG7423)
AR fabines: from Primavera infoner Furmnishings: ail peinds
fewcapt &) by Banfamin Moore:
LEFT: In Blake's bedroom, also be used on a twin bed
a star-shaped light plays up lateron. In both kids' rooms,
the room's sherff theme, simple wooden shoe racks
established by playful fabrics  were painted and used as
and wallpaper. A faux roman benches/windowsesats; they
blind hides a roll-up blind, keep toys within easy reach.
which is more practical for Star ighl. Quipus Crafts:
derkening the room during chair, Poltery Bam; desk,
naps, The crib skirt was Calder's Antigues; blow-up
designed so that it can cube, g, banch, lkea.

BLAKE' 5 HDDI"."I

1. Fabric fo il throw plliows:
2, B!ue wall palnt W ,'hur_.'- 5 Bl
HC-152). 3. Wailpapar: Designers Guild
Nk B (F366 e ull 11 4, Plaid
fabric for throw pillows: Designers Guild
Arjuna (F1088 in colour 08} 5. Fabric for

drapery, bedskirt. roman bl

e S (LA YA b6y

'fﬂ i froet Frimareers "rc'n’r.'::.ur Shirgs;
i pants L‘( ‘\._,'._l‘ 1) (Lo

BEFORE
|

RIGHT: Floating shelves childhood staples like a
in Blake's room house Cookie Monster doll

tregsures like letters that Lztterns: car and bost prints, tin
spell out "Cowboy, one of carmsel, Kids at Home; dask
the room's several Wild-West  cubhins, lamp. clock, Poltary
elements. Ageless pieces Bam; metal slar, Hardware,
like the desk and chrome desk, Celdar's Antigues

lamp blend easily with shefves, stofage bores, Thaa,




To complement the fun fﬂ:ﬁq
ehasen for Caitlin's bedmam,
ABA dots wers handfainted

“or one featuna wall Erin
coordinsted the new lock
with the existing apple-grean
walls and ticking-stripe blinds
and bedskirt The change pad
was covered in oilcioth for
easy cleaning; it can be used
asa windowseal cushion in

]
such as the chandelier,
have lasting appealil simple
rocking chair is timeless: first
as a place to give a bottie, then g
as a spot to read storybooks
Dressar, Calder's Anbgues; * '
bench, ke hand-panted letiens \&
fos, Kids at Home; Bowor tabde, S50
lamp, Pottery Bem; chandaliar,
Consumes's Lighting and Lamgp;
rocking chalr, Poal; sewing,
Wé Do Draperies.
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ABOVE: A mantel-like
bullt-in was added in
the basement Tor
storage and display,
The awkward window
shove was framed In
moubding to make it
look lika part of the unit

gnd pretty sconces
draw atteniion away
fram iL The walls here
were panelied. A boxy
sofa contrasts with
the curvy armchair TV,
Panasonic: chair, sofa,
oitorman, YWhitington
Fumnituea; Beghting,
Universal Lemp; Four
Vomen Shoppersby
Sherray Langlay, Painled
City Galleny, fulip prints
Artocracy; hardware on
buil-gres Liso ViaSey Tools
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cahiners inszalled. By sscoficine s bitof upper
cuphoard space om the back wall, Eon murmed
thie srowe area inooe the room’s focal poine by
adding 2 handsome hood and apen shelves
that show off appealing dishware:

Behind the kirchen, o sitting room offers a
camupl place o lounge, enjoy moming coffeeor
warch T Origenally, windews along th kack
walland diors on the side dommared the wall
space, To make the room more fiumctonal, Ern
replaced the huck windowswith french doors

arud closed off the side doors to make noom for

v buile- i unir, which houses display shelves
miud concealed storage. “We have a really prer-
ty back garden; and before the reno, we dudn't
have a pood view our to i, Lisa savs: “The
new french doors apen it nghr up. Now it's
oo two
stomags offer plenoy of seanng. “The inten-

rochy more wsable.™ Inside; alove s

tion was 1o create a.comforrable space where
peorde could just hang our,” Enn explains.
The peal for the basement was much the
same. Althourh it was outfitted with ovs,
and waotaand T, i fust wasn't a room where



BASEMENT

1: Carpet:l i Clada ation
;;L-\.-:'r}'.l.._'llb.h_,_ml: 30). 3. Paint
LE '::-::.l.-iC E] ::..--- on blue accent
ID -ur;r._r &l' e A_mua-HE]:].

-L Littla Lampedusa (F1781
5eclianaI hl:ITi:'l' 3806
8, Fabric on

i -

rchair 26 Aard, AN

n colour 5, Whittinglon

2. Red accent paFnt in children's built-in:
A triem, built
3l 4 Wall pﬂlnt \f'” L

|. 6. Fabric on l:li:tl:um-a mn, mrcm- pllluw;
colour DEL T F
¢ skirt on ehilldren's buili-in, throw plllows:

|'| aTh |
Fabric on
Fumiture

Furiur I.G ‘u"nyh F[uunrtg (im DlE!l' arealiLz Gla bame

Fr—=:h WMeadow I,B‘hj"' n.oesame 11, Lami

cuntertop aftareal; Cardboern Sal
Al fabvic, Primawerg intar srrnishinma: all painds, Fx
carpal Wy fiooang, Canpat Dne

SEESOURCEGUIDE

e covmier o

nate

i Ao,

o Clanmda

| — LEIER;T-

AMAZING !

The basament has bwo distinct
personalities, with a line drawn
between adultand children's

spaces by architectursl details,
iike e mhmna as well as the

felt comformble. “I never wenr

Lisa says. [t was a drab blank

the family
down there,”
slate; old carpeting, a tiny window, a low ceil-
inyr, bad lighting and an awkward pillar posed
Jesign. obstacles. Erin revamped the room
by breaking it into two arcas: a casual adulr
space with a smart built-in entertainment
unit, and a fun children's play area with builz-
in' shelves for roys and supplies. The polka-
dat fabric selected for an ottoman was the
inspiration for the basement’s colour scheme,
The majority of the room is done ina warm
soft neutzal, but the kack wall s painted
blue, and a wall in the children’s shelving
unit is painted red. CONTNUED ON BAGE 152

LEFT: In the basament play
N area, & new wall unit offers
Inads of toy storage and a
cralt centre — with an easy-
clean laminate counterand
tough vinyl flooring. Curtains
were used in lleu of cabinet
doors to cul expenses.
Built-ing, Robarizon Cistom
Woodworkng; bandware on
B Geiilf-ins, Lee atiy Tools boys,
books: letiers; Kids at Homa

BEFORE
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